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ABSTRACT

Keywords: Street robbery, forceful taking, professional robber, opportunity robber

The purposes of the present study are to understand the differences between
forceful taking victim and non-victim in their individual characteristics and life-style
and to explore features of timing, place, and other situations of forceful taking. Data
from 114 forceful taking victims and 161 non-victims are used to accomplish these
goals. In order to understand the situation when forceful taking is happened, victim
responses, and victim attitudes of reporting to police, 8 victims are interviewed by
semi-structural instrument. On the other hand, 27 forceful taking offenders are also
interviewed by semi-structural instrument to find their motivation, means, processes
of decision making, and responses before or after crime.

Major findings of the study are as follows:

(1) There are significant differences between forceful taking victim and non-victim in
their awareness of safety and life-style.

(2) Most victims are satisfied (84.4%) with police responses and have positive
attitude to police professional treatment of their cases. However, 28.6% of victims
report that police attitudes should be improved when they are dealing with cases.

(3) Most forceful taking victims cannot identify offenders because events usually
happen so quickly. The only thing they can do is scream or cry.

(4) Several efforts can be improved by police department for victims including
friendly attitudes, professional training, and being aware of victim feeling, etc.

(5) Most forceful taking offenders are involved in crime for cash when they need
money to buy drug, to help their friends, or to resolve their own financial
problems.

(6) The process of forceful taking is rational. This process includes the most efficient
way to get money, target selection (such as woman, a drunken man, or other
vulnerable persons), easy plan to avoid be recognized, neutralization skill to
reduce guilt.

According to research findings, policy implications, research limitations, and

suggestions are also discussed.
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