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ABSTRACT

Keywords: residential burglary, prevention strategy

Residential burglary not only causes the victim’s property loss but also leaves
many impacts on them. Because it intrude into someone’s home and damages feelings
of personal security, peace of mind and well-being. Moreover, the low residential
burglary detection rates make people suspect the efficiency of the police; some of
victims are even reluctant to report the case, which increase the crime dark figure.
Therefore, we have to do research on it and try to find the solution.

We apply two different ways in this research. In quantitative research, 601 victims
of residential burglary were interviewed by phone. In qualitative research, the in-depth
interviews were conducted with 8 residential burglars who are in prison now.

With regard to the telephone survey, the following were found:

1. The prime time of residential burglary happens during midnight to 3a.m..

2. About 30 percent of people experience revictimization.

3. The rate of residential burglary detection is overlow.

4. Half of the surveyed hope the police to increase patrol frequency.

On the other hand, interviews with the eight residential burglars led to these
findings:

1. Most of the residential burglars spend their “earnings” on drugs, gambling,

or/and sex, but there are still some who save up money or purchase estates.

2. Most residential burglars prefer cash to other forms of property. However,

further observations need to be made to see if the use of plastic currency such as

credit card will change the criminal performance of residential burglary or

whether the residential burglars simply shift their target.

3. The basement parking lots in buildings with elevators are a barrier to

residential burglary prevention.

4. Stolen goods market is so convenient for residential burglars to sell the stolen

goods.

5. Most residential burglars are young people.

6. Most residential burglars will observe the targets before they burglarize.

This project comes to the immediate and long-term strategies.
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For immediate strategies:
1. Enhance the investigation of stolen goods markets.
2. Reinforce the campaign of residential burglary prevention.

For long-term strategies:

1. Propagate property marking and strengthen residential security.

2. Organize neighborhood watch programs and install more CCTVs.

3. Aggravate the sentences on residential burglars and fences so as to increase the
efficiency of residential burglary prevention.
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