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A Draft Provision of the “At-Risk Youth Services Board”

Abstract

The aim of this research is to draft the provisions for an “at-risk’ youth service
board in response to Article 18_VII in the revised 2019 Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Act in Taiwan. The research comprises: comparing the British and
Japanese juvenile legal, policing and social welfare systems; reviewing the Taiwanese
literature; conducting 13 focus groups (contained approximately 160 participants);
conducting two in-depth interviews with administrative law experts. The research
aims to provide a draft provision with 18 articles, and proposed measures covering: a
regulatory organization framework, mission statement, processing of cases (waiving
and diversion rights), counseling methods, multi-agency coordination, personnel
recruitment, budget planning and accountability. The research also provides a map of
possible service delivery for the Board with three possible supervision systems to take
account of the role of central and local authorities. In short, we propose three
recommendations: abolish Article 86 of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Act to
limit the definition of ‘at-risk’ youth; amend Article 18 to legally authorize the
waiving of rights of the Board; and consider re-establishment of the Bureau of
Children and Youth Affairs to coordinate all child-related affairs, including in-need,

at-risk and offending.

Keywords: the At-Risk Youth Services Board, at-risk juveniles, juvenile deviance.
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